Clinical Contributions to the Theory and Practice of Medicine and Surgery. By C. Gobee, Doctor of Medicine and Surgery.?Utrecht,
1839.
With twelve tables and a plate. Although these works have been published some years, they were unknown to us until very recently; and we doubt not they will be new to nearly all our readers in this country. Dutch is so little read by foreigners that authors writing in that language are more likely to be overlooked than the writers of any other nation, save by the small* circle of their countrymen. For this reason we have endeavoured, to the best of our power, to make known to our readers the most esteemed works that have reached us from Holland ; and it will always be a gratification to us to be able to prove to the eminent men of that country how highly we appreciate their honorable character, and their important labours in the field of medical science.
On the present occasion, we think that the best purpose, for both authors and readers, to which we can use the works now before us, consisting chiefly of miscellaneous observations, is to extract those parts from them which possess the most interest.
I. The first chapter of Dr Before, during, and after the examination he had shocks which put the whole trunk in motion, returned every two or three minutes, and could only be compared with those from electricity or from strychnine." Sometimes the trunk only was thus affected. The patient's speech was difficult and indistinct, his tongue was dry, he had severe thirst, but could swallow without pain; his respiration was natural, his pulse small and a little accelerated. Dr. Gobee, diagnosticating myelitis, ordered him to be cupped largely over the loins, to be put directly afterwards in a warm-bath, and to take twelve grains of calomel in six doses at short intervals. These produced no relief, and shortly afterwards he was again cupped, with some advantage; but the shocks continued. In the afternoon, however, there was no amendment; the pain in the loins and sacrum was excessive, and the shocks continually recurred, but the mind was undisturbed. All "The injection of the latter was so great that over its whole surface, from the cerebrum to the extremity of the spinal marrow, not a spot could be found without excessively distended capillaries. Between the arachnoid and the brain and spinal marrow there was neither serum nor any morbid appearance. The colour and consistence of the surface of the brain were natural, so were the choroid plexuses, the corpora quadrigemina, and the thalami optici, but the corpora striata and the cerebellum were very soft. The medulla oblongata, as well as the cervical and dorsal portions of the cord were natural; but from the lowest dorsal vertebra to the cauda equina the softening was such that the spinal marrow, during examination, remained like pulp upon the fingers, and had lost all organic structure. Its colour was yellower at this than in the healthy part. No pus was to be found. All the other organs were healthy." body of the size of a pea which had probably pressed on the optic nerve and the first branch of the fifth pair. The surface of the hemispheres, the cerebellum, corpus callosum, fornix, corpora quadrigemina, thalami, corpora striata, and the spinal marrow, from the medulla oblongata to the cauda equina, were reduced to a pulpy consistence, so that the finger could be passed through them with scarcely the least resistance. The difference between the white and gray substances of the cord was also indiscernible, for it had all one whitish-yellow pulpy appearance. 
